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6 Classroom Management Tips Every Teacher Can Use 
By Dave Foley 

Effective teachers are passionate about educating their students. They want to spend 
their time teaching, not dealing with classroom disruptions. 

Here are some classroom management tips to help teachers settle problems, or prevent 
them from occurring, so that they can spend more of the classroom hour on teaching and 
learning. 

1. Take Charge of Your Class 
Get everyone’s attention before beginning class. That means the lesson won’t be 

started, the lecture won’t begin, and nothing will be written on the overhead until everyone is in 
his or her seat paying attention. It doesn’t take a shout of “Let’s be quiet” or “I won’t start until 
everyone is ready” to get them to focus on you. Open with couple attention getting comments and 
continue until everyone is with you. Remember, don’t start teaching until all eyes are on you and 
everyone is in their seat. 

2. Focus on the Disruptive Students 
If students aren’t paying attention or busy doing other things, get them focused by 

using nonverbal signals of disapproval. If they are talking, pause and look toward them. If in 
front of the class, continue with the lesson but walk toward the problem students and stop near 
their seats, while still teaching. Having you so near usually shuts off the unwanted activity as the 
rest of the class’s attention is directed toward the misbehaving students. If there is a discussion 
going, direct a question to the student who is not paying attention or misbehaving. Remember to 
use his name when you begin to speak, otherwise he may not hear the question. Calling on a 
person by name brings almost anyone out of his or her reverie. If non-verbal cues are 
disregarded, the next step will be imposing discipline measures within the classroom such as 
having them stay a few minutes after class or changing their seat. 

3. Let Students Choose Their Seats 
At the beginning of the school year, let students sit where they want for a few days. 

Then about the third day tell them that the next class period they should find a seat that they will 
keep permanently all year. When students choose their seats, they have “ownership” in those 
seats and tend to behave well in order to avoid being moved. 

4. Give Incentives to Do Their Best on Assignments 
If an assignment will not be collected and graded individually, students may feel they 

have no reason to make an effort to do a good job on the no-credit assignment.  
Here’s a strategy to elicit better performance on an ungraded assignment: Tell students 

you will randomly collect one person’s warm-up assignment and correct it. If that paper has no 
mistakes, then the whole class will have a shorter (or no) warm-up the next day. If a randomly 
selected paper is perfect, that student instantly is the class hero. 

Another strategy to motivate students to stay on task would be to have students who 
have not stayed on task remain after class for a minute. If there is no penalty for not working, 
they have no reason to work. 

5. Keep an Eye on Your Students 
Class goes so much better when you can see your students. Turn your back on them 

and you may get surprised. Position yourself so that most, if not all of the class is visible. When 
teaching, try to be facing students as much as possible. 
As you work with a student at his or her desk, place yourself so you can see most of the class. As 
you move around the classroom, don’t follow the same pattern.  

6. Establish Consequences for Misbehaving 
Good classroom management starts the first day of school. Once students learn there  
Here are three steps to help you set up consequences: 

1. Determine what consequences will be effective with your students. Ask yourself what 
students don’t want to have happen—for example, adolescent students hate staying after class, 
being moved from a seat they've chosen, or receive the disapproval of their peers. Make those 
your consequences.  

2. Tell students that there will be consequences for misbehavior. First, you will put their 
name on the board. Tell them that how long they stay after class depends on how the rest of the 
hour goes. They now control their own destiny. If they behave, they will stay perhaps only a 
minute. If they continue to cause problems, they will stay longer. 

3. Follow through with consequences for misbehavior. Show students that you are serious 
and they will take you seriously. 

Article From: http://www.nea.org/tools/51721.htm 

 

 

 

WEEKLY IMPORTANT DATES: 
Supervision Duty:  

March: Math & Science 

Daylight Savings Time: Spring 

forward! 

Monday, March 13 
 Diagnostic Review 
 Be in classrooms during 

planning period with door 
open for interviews. 

Tuesday, March 14 
 Diagnostic Review 

Continues 
 PLC’s 
 3:30 ACT Training 
 3:30 FCHS Whole School, 

Whole Community 
Weds., March 15 

 Diagnostic Review 
Continues 

 Student Council Admin 
Meeting (Stephanie) 

 3:30 CCR Committee 
Thursday, March 16 

 ACT Demographics (all 
juniors) 

 9:00 Google Training @ CO 
Friday, March 17 

 Saint Patrick’s Day: Wear 
Green 

 Operation Preparation (8th 
& 10th Grades) 

 Homeroom (voting) 
 Special Education PLC 
 2:30 Practical Living PLC 
 2:30 Hall PLC 
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REMINDERS: 

 Here is a link to a monthly calendar of events. If you have an event, you would like to 

add, please let Charlotte know. Just click below:   

 FCHS 2017 Monthly Calendar  

 Benchmark Window: Benchmark window is closing at the end of this week.  

 TELL Survey has begun. We want 100% participation. Due March 24th!    

PBIS Update 

 
 March Character Trait: 

Persistence 

 91 Panther Paws awarded last 

week 

 This Weeks Goal:   

o Award at least one Panther 

Paw to one student per 

week—look for “catch” 

students doing good things.    

o Send 10 Positive Panther 

Postcards home to parents. 

 Continue to highlight and 

reinforce the good behavior you 

want to see in your classroom 

with Panther Paws. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SsTEkFOtdjDu3kv-rjKM_Pn4lyZaZy3RrC3cc_B_CNg/pubhtml

